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On the July 4th week-
end a movie came 
out called “The 

Last Airbender.” It’s based on a 
TV series called “Avatar: The Last 
Airbender.” There’s a big problem 
about the movie though because 
of something called whitewashing. 
That sounds like pouring bleach 
into your dirty laundry to make 
it perfectly white and that’s kind 
of what the movie director did. 
It makes me really mad because 
it’s so wrong. That’s why I’m writ-
ing about it because I think it’s 
important for kids to speak out.

The original Airbender TV series 
is really great! It’s about a 12-year-
old boy named Aang, who is the 
Avatar and also an airbender; a 
14-year-old girl named Katara, 
who is a waterbender; her older 
brother named Sokka; and an 
earthbender named Toph. They 
are really brave even when they 
feel scared. They travel together 
on Aang’s 10-ton flying bison 
named Appa for Aang to learn to 
bend the four elements of water, 
earth, fire and air. (Bending 
means controlling the particular 
element to defend yourself or fight 
off threats.) Aang’s mission is to 
defeat the Fire Nation which is 
threatening to destroy the world. 
His goal is to bring peace back to 
the world.

The Airbender TV series captured 
my imagination because some 
of it is real but it’s also fantasy. 
I like a mix between real and 
fantasy. That kind of story can 
make it believable for me. It’s also 
a fun, action-packed series, but it 
doesn’t get very gory. It has some 
fighting scenes but it’s not scary. I 

don’t like violent shows. 

What also captured my imagina-
tion about the original Airbender 
is the main characters. They are 
Asian or Inuit. The writers of the 
show were influenced by Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean and Inuit cul-
tures. They worked with experts 
who really know Asian cultures so 
they wouldn’t put stereotypes into 

the show. I think they did a terrific 
job keeping the series stereotype 
free. I hate to see stereotypes on 
TV, in movies or at school like 
when some kids pull their eyes 
down to racially bully Asian kids.

The original Airbender series is 
clearly Asian to me because some 
of the words and characters are 
from Chinese and other Asian 

cultures, so are the martial arts, 
buildings and food. Some of the 
names of the characters are Asian 
too like Momo (Aang’s flying 
lemur) is “peach” in Japanese. 
(Momo got his name after he 
stole a peach from Sokka. My 
mom speaks Japanese so I know 
some words from her.) Everything 
about the show is clearly Asian 
and Inuit.

Asians Can Be Heroes 

LI HUAN SHANDROSS holds a racebending.com postcard that says: “Aang can be Asian and still save the world.”
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legislative update

Secretary Clinton 
Designates Special 

Adviser for Internation-
al Children’s Issues

S
ecretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton recently  
announced the appointment of Ambassador Susan 
S. Jacobs as special adviser to the Office of Children’s 
Issues. A long-time advocate for children, Clinton has 

created this new foreign policy position to address intercountry 
adoption and international parental child abduction. In her 
work on these important issues, Jacobs will actively engage 
with foreign government officials to protect the welfare and 
interests of children.

Jacobs most recently served as a senior policy adviser in the 
Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs. A former U.S. 
Ambassador to Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and 
Vanuatu, she also served as deputy assistant secretary for Glob-
al Issues in the Bureau of Legislative Affairs. Her distinguished 
foreign service career has also included tours in Caracas, Tel 
Aviv, New Delhi, Bucharest and San Salvador. 

Jacobs graduated from the University of Michigan and later 
studied at Georgetown University Law School and the George 
Washington University. She has received numerous awards, 
including the Department of State's Superior and Meritorious 
Honor Awards, and the U.S. Embassy New Delhi’s Community 
Achievement Award.

The Department of State’s Office of Children’s Issues, located 
within the Bureau of Consular Affairs, assists parents, children 
and families in matters related to intercountry adoption and 
international parental child abductions. It serves as the U.S. 
Central Authority for both the 1980 Hague Convention on the 
Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and the 1993 
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation 
in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

For more information about the Department of State’s Office of 
Children’s Issues, visit www.adoption.state.gov or www.travel.
state.gov/childabduction.

Avatar is a important to me 
because it shows that Asians can 
be leaders and heroes as well as 
white people. I was born in China, 
and I like to watch something 
about Asian and Inuit culture 
because usually at school we don’t 
get to read about these cultures. It 
feels really good to see something 
about my birth culture along with 
other Asian and Inuit cultures 
so I can learn about them too. It 
feels important to me that there’s 
a series that doesn’t have stereo-
types about Asian people.

I felt sad when I heard that the 
main characters in the movie 
were going to be played by white 
actors. I was crestfallen about 
that because I thought it showed 
a message that only white people 
could be heroes while the TV 
series says the exact opposite. I 
thought the movie wouldn’t look 
at all like the original Airbender 
series because white people 
would play the main roles and it 
wouldn’t be believable for me. I 
felt sad, insulted and furious all at 
the same time! 

I was surprised to learn from my 
family and websites like race-
bending.com that whitewashing 
of Asian roles is a tradition in 
American movies. That means 
that Asian roles get replaced by 
white actors. I felt insulted when 
I learned that because it’s hor-
rible to treat us like dirty laundry 
that needs to get bleached. We are 
human beings just like everybody 
else. We can be leaders and heroes 
too! I think it’s horrible that the 
director of the movie did this. 
My mom and I watched some 
audition videos on the Internet 

of young Asian actors who tried 
out to be Aang. I thought some 
of these kids could have done 
just as well and even better than 
the white actor who got Aang’s 
role. I even thought that I could 
have done a better job playing 
Katara because I understand her 
character and her feelings more in 
my mind and heart. I don’t think 
Asian people should be forced 
to disappear out of movies and 
stories that are about us and our 
cultures. 

My favorite teacher taught us 
a great expression last year in 
fourth grade. He liked to say: 
“Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.” 
This movie is repeating history 
by whitewashing the characters. 
That’s called racism. It sends a 
message that it’s OK to bully Asian 
kids because we’re wiped out of 
the picture. I think that’s really 
wrong and offensive. 

I still have a lot of hope though 
from websites like racebending.
com, talking with my family and 
friends, protesting racism at 
school and writing protest letters. 
I hope a lot of kids like me will 
protest this kind of whitewashing 
with their parents. I believe we 
can change the world!

Li Huan Shandross, 10½, was 
adopted from China and lives 
with her mom and dad in 
Massachusetts. When not protest-
ing racism, Li Huan likes to spend 
time with her friends, swim, read, 
practice kung fu, and do arts and 
crafts. Two of her favorite activities 
outside of school are acting and 
high ropes. 

Too!    By Li Huan Shandross


